July 11, 2018

go out there and clean this poison,
these toxins out of our waterways.

Number three, to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers: Federal court cases
demand that everything—all the water
that goes south of Lake Okeechobee,
where this toxic water stems from—not
be exposed to anything greater than 10
parts per billion of phosphorous. That
actually slows the rate of water flow to
the south, where that water actually
belongs, where God designed that water
to go. Yet my community is getting
toxic water with parts greater than 150
parts per billion, which is, as I said, 15
times greater than what is safe for
human contact. That is not equitable.
That is not right.

So I would ask that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, who has the emer-
gency authority granted to them under
section 7-13 when there are pollution
emergencies: Use that authority now
to stop poisoning my community, to
protect the hundreds of thousands of
people on the Treasure Coast of Flor-
ida, and send that dirty, toxic water
south.

——————

STOP THE GOVERNMENT FROM
SPYING ON AMERICAN CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of data sheets spit out of the
printer inside a thick-walled, secure fa-
cility. Across the top are Americans’
names, a list of phone numbers dialed,
the time and date called, and the fre-
quency in which they called or texted a
person.

“Who is doing this?”’ you might ask.
A criminal organization? A private in-
vestigator? Who is intentionally stalk-
ing and gathering data on innocent
American citizens without their knowl-
edge?

Well, it is not a nefarious organiza-
tion operating behind closed doors. It
is not the Russians. It is the spying
eyes of the United States Federal Gov-
ernment.

In the aftermath of 9/11, the govern-
ment authorized once-secret programs
by the NSA to collect information on
bad actors, primarily terrorists, who
wish to create mayhem. They were ter-
rorists overseas.

As the subcommittee chairman of
Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and
Trade, I agree that we should go after
terrorists. Our government should use
techniques they have on those people
who wish to destroy America and find
out what those terrorists are doing.

But despite the overall intention of
the law, the program has been cor-
rupted. Not only does the NSA collect
information on terrorists, which they
should do, but it collects data on ordi-
nary American citizens, including com-
munications, emails, and text mes-
sages.

The government does not have a spe-
cific Fourth Amendment warrant to
collect and search this data on Ameri-
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cans, but it does it anyway. The Fourth
Amendment says the warrantless
search and seizure is unconstitutional
without a probable cause warrant. But
the government ignores the Constitu-
tion.

This sensitive information is placed
into a searchable database by the gov-
ernment, a secret database. Sometimes
the government decides to go into that
database that was seized without a
Fourth Amendment warrant and
checks to see how many times a name
comes up. They take that information
and do a reverse search, checking to
see if the citizen’s identifying informa-
tion is in the database.

Remember, Mr. Speaker, this is done
by our government on Americans, in
secret, without a Fourth Amendment
warrant.

For years, the NSA has refused to
provide data on the number of Ameri-
cans swept up in their secret searches.
I have advocated for years that the
NSA level with Americans, our govern-
ment, and the Congress as to how much
information they are seizing.

Several months ago, the House voted
for a flawed FISA bill, the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, which, un-
fortunately, reauthorized the
warrantless surveillance of American
citizens. The only good thing to come
out of this spying bill is a hard-fought
provision releasing the numbers of
Americans wrapped up in government
spying. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker,
they paint a grim picture for the pri-
vacy of Fourth Amendment protec-
tions.

In 2017 alone, the NSA unconsti-
tutionally gathered data on 7,512 U.S.
persons, a search without a probable
cause warrant. This is up from 5,288 in
2016.

According to a previous report by
The Washington Post, 90 percent of the
account holders whose communications
were collected were not targets. That
means the government was just fishing
around in the data they had collected
and searching information on Ameri-
cans without a warrant.

Privacy must not be forsaken on the
false altar of national security. As a
former judge, I am very concerned
about the loss of our Fourth Amend-
ment right of privacy in the United
States based on this unconstitutional
action by the NSA.

The Fourth Amendment is sacred to
this country and to the Founders who
drafted it. It is up to Congress to up-
hold Americans’ Fourth Amendment
rights. We must reform an article
called 702 to require that if the govern-
ment wants to look at the data that
was seized on Americans, they do it
with a search warrant, based on the
Fourth Amendment. If they don’t have
a search warrant based on the Fourth
Amendment, then they cannot seize
and go through that information.

It is a very simple concept, Mr.
Speaker, and I would hope that Con-
gress would act to stop our government
from spying on American citizens in
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the name of national security. It is un-
constitutional.
And that is just the way it is.

———

TWILIGHT WISH FOUNDATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
that recently celebrated its 15th anni-
versary.

The Twilight Wish Foundation, based
in Doylestown, seeks to grant the wish-
es of low-income senior citizens. These
wishes can be big or small, ranging
from meeting Philadelphia Eagles
players to the purchasing of a new pair
of eyeglasses.

As a society, Mr. Speaker, it is in-
cumbent upon all of us as both public
servants and citizens to support pro-
grams and support policies that protect
our senior citizens. I commend the
work done by the Twilight Wish Foun-
dation, and I applaud the leadership of
founder and Chairman of the Board
Cass Forkin. I would also like to thank
Vice President Robin Kardane; Direc-
tor of Community Relations Mary
Farrell; and Director of Wish Manage-
ment Michelle Bowren, for all their in-
credible work for our community.

RECOGNIZING BOB CONSULMAGNO

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
am proud to recognize a resident of
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who re-
cently broke his fourth world record.

Bob Consulmagno of Morrisville suc-
cessfully broke the record for the most
outstanding ab wheel rollouts while
wearing a 40-pound weight vest. Mak-
ing this feat more impressive is that
Bob, a retired marine, completed this
major accomplishment to raise aware-
ness of mental illness.

Diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder and bipolar disorder, Bob
turned to sports and physical training
to battle mental illness. Using his
athleticism to garner attention to
those who struggle from mental illness,
Bob hopes to end the stigma with
which it is often associated and to pro-
mote treatment for military veterans.

I am proud to call Bob my con-
stituent, and I am thankful for his
service to our community and for turn-
ing challenging experiences into posi-
tive and educational engagements.
RECOGNIZING THE KAITLIN MURPHY FOUNDATION

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a nonprofit or-
ganization in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, that is working tirelessly to as-
sist those struggling with drug addic-
tion.

The Kaitlin Murphy Foundation, es-
tablished to honor the life and memory
of Kaitlin Murphy of Doylestown, part-
ners with law enforcement agencies
and organizations with similar mis-
sions to provide resources to those suf-
fering from substance abuse, along
with their families.
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